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FACULTY MEETING 
SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
A Faculty Meeting will be held on Monday 19 June 2006 at 10.00am via video-
link from Room H102 in Hobart (located under the Morris Miller Library), Room 
L023 in Launceston (located in the A Block past Degrees) and Room B119 at 
Burnie. 

AGENDA 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

The Dean will receive apologies. Any apologies prior to the meeting should 
be made to the Faculty Office on extension 2125. 

 
2. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2005, which are available 
from: http://www.scieng.utas.edu.au/scieng/committees.asp
will be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
3. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

Members will be invited to raise items for consideration under Other 
Business. 
 
The Faculty Meeting is an opportunity for collegial discussion and 
consultation and for Faculty members to raise issues that they believe will 
affect the well being of the Faculty. 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING 
 
5. DEAN'S REPORT 

The Dean will report on matters of interest including: 
 
• 2006 Student Load 
• Budget Matters 
• RQF/Strategic Appointments 

 
6. FACULTY TEACHING & LEARNING COMMITTEE 

A function of the Faculty Meeting is to comment on proposals for new 
courses and for significant amendments to existing courses. The 
mechanism normally followed for major program initiatives in the Faculty, 
including new course proposals, requires preliminary consideration and 

http://www.scieng.utas.edu.au/scieng/committees.asp
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support of proposals at the strategic level (at the Faculty Getaway) prior to 
the development of full proposals.  If supported, full proposals are 
prepared and considered by the FTLC and sign off is given by the Faculty 
Executive Committee.  The final step is for proposals to be discussed and 
noted at Faculty Meeting. 
 
The following new course proposals have been progressed through the 
relevant Faculty committees and have been forwarded to the University 
Teaching & Learning Committee: 
 
Associate Degree in Fine Furniture – available through the School of 
Architecture (Launceston). Effective from 1 August 2005 the Australian 
School of Fine Furniture (ASFF) was incorporated within the University of 
Tasmania. The Associate Degree course, which was approved late in 2005, 
is based on the VET-accredited Diploma of Arts (Furniture Design) but has 
been enhanced to increase the level and depth of design skills and 
knowledge as well as ensuring the generic attributes expected of a 
university level education are provided systematically within the course. 
 
Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours - the Bachelor of Marine Science 
(BMarSc) was introduced in Semester 1, 2006. A proportion of students in 
the current BSc (MFAB) course and others in the BSc degrees from the 2005 
intake were attracted to transfer to the 2nd year of the BMarSc in 2006. It is 
envisaged that students who have already graduated from UTAS with an 
MFAB major or other BSc students will be interested in an Honours course 
in Marine Science as soon as 2007.  Details are attached in Attachment 1. 
 
New specialisation in Civil-Mining Engineering in the Bachelor of 
Engineering, Bachelor of Engineering with Honours - there is an acute 
shortage of engineers for the mining industry with only a few Australian 
universities offering courses in mining related engineering degrees. The 
proposed market is Tasmanian students who leave the State to study, 
mainland and international students. The proposal follows an offer of 
external sponsorship from Coffey International (Geosciences) to cover 
teaching and other expenses associated with the new units to support the 
stream.  Details are attached in Attachment 2. 

 
Preliminary course proposals are under consideration as follows: 
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1. A proposal to redevelop the Architecture program to offer it as a 
Bachelor + Masters program, following a move by the profession to 
deliver the graduate component of Architecture as a Masters degree, 
is attached for consideration. 

2. The School of Psychology has been approached by the Faculty of  
Education to determine the level of interest in taking responsibility  
for postgraduate counselling programs currently offered by the  
Faculty of Education. Consideration is being given to the 
restructuring of the existing programs to develop an integrated  
counselling/rehabilitation counselling program. 

 
7. DEGREE NOMENCLATURE – BACHELOR OF GEOMATICS 

Attachment 3 contains a proposal from the BGeom Degree Coordinator, 
Dr Osborn, seeking a change to the name of the Bachelor of Geomatics to 
Bachelor of Surveying and Spatial Sciences.  A consequential change to the 
name of the Bachelor of Geomatics with Honours will also need to be 
approved.  
 
The FTLC agreed, in order to expedite the matter, to allow the Faculty 
Executive Committee, or alternatively the Dean, to consider and approve 
the recommendation when it was received. 

 
8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
 



New Course Proposal 
Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours 

Faculty:  Science, Engineering & Technology 
School/Centre: Centre for Marine Science 

 
1.  Proposed name of course 
Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours 
 
2. Proposed abbreviation of course name 
BMarSc(Hons) 
 
3. Field of study/subject area 
0105 Chemical Sciences 
0107 Earth Sciences 
0109 Biological Sciences 
 
4. Proposed year and semester of introduction 
Semester 1, 2007  
 
5. School(s) which will teach the course 
Schools/Disciplines in the university with an appropriate honours research 
thesis in the area of marine science could teach the course. These include: 
 
Faculty of Science, Engineering & Technology 
• Maths, Physics and IASOS 
• Chemistry 
• Plant Science 
• Zoology 
• Aquaculture 
• Geography & Environmental Studies 
 
Staff from the Marine Research Laboratories (TAFI), CSIRO Marine and 
Atmospheric Research and the Australian Antarctic Division may also 
contribute towards the research training of the course. It may also be likely 
that staff from the Australian Maritime College may be involved in the future. 
 
6. Campus(es) on which the course will be taught 
Hobart 
Launceston 
 
7. Course Advisory Committee 
The course advisory committee will be the same as for the BMarSc: 
 
A course advisory committee has been formed for the BMarSc course. The 
current membership of the advisory committee is: 
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• Prof Colin Buxton, Marine Research Laboratories, TAFI 
• Prof Richard Coleman, School of Geography and Environmental 

Studies 
• Mrs Pam Elliott, Woodbridge High School 
• Prof Matthew England, School of Mathematics, UNSW 
• Prof Gustaaf Hallegraeff, School of Plant Science 
• Dr Gary Meyers, CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research, Hobart 
• Dr Steve Nicol, Australian Antarctic Division, Hobart 
• Assoc Prof Tom Trull, IASOS 

 
Additional member(s) may be included from the School of Aquaculture, 
School of Zoology. 
 
 
8. Reason(s) for seeking to introduce the course 
The University of Tasmania has identified Antarctic and Marine Studies as 
one of its six theme areas and has established a global reputation of excellence 
in temperate marine research and the Southern Ocean. The Centre for Marine 
Science brings together the activities of staff involved in marine and Antarctic 
studies within the University and provides a focal point for the teaching and 
research activities. Activities in the marine area are enhanced by the 
Tasmanian Aquaculture and Fisheries Institute (TAFI) and the Institute of 
Antarctic and Southern Ocean Studies (IASOS).  Significant collaborative 
activities with the Australian Antarctic Division, CSIRO Marine and 
Atmospheric Research, the Aquafin Cooperative Research Centre and the 
Antarctic, Climate and Ecosystems (ACE) Cooperative Research Centre, as 
well as many international linkages further strengthen the theme. The 
introduction of new degree programs in marine science at UTAS is designed 
to build upon this natural strength. The likely merger with AMC in 
Launceston also provides additional marine opportunities in the north of the 
State. 
 
The aim of this Honours course is to prepare students for careers in the area 
of marine science.  The Bachelor of Marine Science (BMarSc) was introduced 
at the University of Tasmania in semester 1, 2006 and a proportion of students 
in the current BSc (MFAB) course and others in the BSc degrees from the 2005 
intake were attracted to transfer to the 2nd year of the BMarSc in 2006. It is 
envisaged that students who have already graduated from UTAS with an 
MFAB major or other BSc students will be interested in an Honours course in 
Marine Science as soon as 2007.  Consequently, it seems sensible that the 
University of Tasmania provides a research-oriented Honours course that 
provides students with the necessary skills and tools for roles in the marine 
science industry. 
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9. Educational objectives of the course 
The Bachelor of Marine Science (Honours), planned for introduction in 2007, 
will provide the opportunity for training in research, to prepare candidates 
for further research study, such as MSc and PhD programs, including the joint 
University-CSIRO PhD program in Quantitative Marine Science, and for 
future employment in marine science industries and marine research 
organisations. 
 
 
10. Length of course and maximum time for completion 
For the BMarSc(Hons), candidates shall complete the requirements within a 
specified period provided that the maximum period shall not exceed twelve 
months from the date of commencement (or 24 months for a part-time 
student). 
 
 
11. Teaching mode/delivery 
Full-time or part-time, mostly internal, research-oriented 
 
12. Course structure 
The structure will be similar to that of the BSc (Hons), in that individual 
schools/disciplines will have existing honours units that make up 100%. 
Structures vary according to the requirements of the particular 
school/discipline. To unify students within the BMarSc(Hons), students will 
be required to attend a series of seminars, pertaining to marine science, as 
determined by the course co-ordinator. The seminars will be selected from 
school/discipline seminar series. Students can research a marine science 
related topic in these existing units, however new unit codes and outlines will 
be introduced to reflect that the students are enrolled in the BMarSc(Hons).  
 
To successfully complete the BMarSc(Hons), students must successfully 
complete one of the following units: 
• Marine Science Honours in Chemistry (KRA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Maths & Physics (KMA4xxx or KYA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Plant Science (KPA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Aquaculture (KQA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Zoology (KZA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Geography & Environmental Studies 

(KGAxxx) 
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New unit outlines are included at Appendix A. 
 
The following statement on the course structure will be included in the 
handbook: 
 
Each candidate will conduct research and write a thesis.  The subject of this 
thesis requires approval from the Degree Coordinator.  In addition, 
candidates MAY BE required to study and pass either advanced level units, or 
a maximum of 12.5% of undergraduate units with extra assessment 
requirements, and/or undertake other activities, which may include the 
preparation of literature reviews, projects, reports, grant applications, 
position papers and seminars.  Students should refer to the School entries in 
the 'Unit details' section for more information. 
 
 
13. Generic attributes 
• knowledge: will be facilitated via research-based activities, literature 

reviews, student presentations and exposure to current issues in marine 
science. 

• communication skills: individual components in the course are evaluated 
using a number of tools addressing communication skills, both written 
and oral.  These include a research thesis, oral student presentations and 
other activities as determined appropriate by an individual 
school/discipline. 

• problem-solving skills: problem-solving skills will be obtained via a number 
of activities undertaken during the course.  These include laboratory 
experiments, student presentations and other activities as determined 
appropriate by an individual school/discipline. 

• global perspective: the techniques in the course address technologies that are 
utilized in Australia and overseas.  The seminar series will provide 
students with an understanding of the global implications of marine 
science. 

• social responsibility: the course provides scientific facts and an 
understanding of specific technologies relating to marine science.  The 
seminar series will provide students with an overview of the cutting-edge 
research in the field as well as an understanding of the social, economic, 
ethical and management issues pertaining to marine science. 

 
14. Admission requirements 
Candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours 
require the approval of Faculty and shall have qualified for admission to the 
degree of Bachelor of Marine Science at this University or an equivalent 
qualification at another approved tertiary institution.  Candidates would 
normally be expected to obtain at least a credit average in their third year 
units. 
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Candidature is subject to appropriate supervision and project support being 
available for the thesis topic approved by the Faculty and subject to satisfying 
the prerequisites required for the chosen field of study. 
 
15. Articulation with other courses 
Ordinary degrees in marine science or related disciplines from other 
universities will be accepted for entry. 
 
16. Other related courses offered by this University 
Because the degree potentially includes most honours level courses offered by 
schools and faculties within the university, it is complementary, rather than 
competitive.  That is, students who undertake BMarSc (Hons) within a school 
would otherwise have undertaken another honours degree or graduate 
diploma within the same school.  The advantage of having a BMarSc (Hons) 
degree in this context is that those students who have chosen the BMarSc 
educational pathway can label themselves in this area at honours level. 
 
17. Anticipated professional recognition 
Graduates may be eligible for membership of a number of professional 
organizations. 
 
18. Mechanism for monitoring/evaluating the course 
The existing quality assurance and review processes that operate at the 
University of Tasmania will apply.  These include SETL evaluations, annual 
course reports and course reviews.  In addition, the Course Advisory 
Committee will monitor and evaluate the course. 
 
19. Attachments 
A Unit outlines 
 
B Course specifications and schedules 
 
C Staff qualifications and teaching/supervision responsibilities 
 
D Resource Impact Statement (to be forwarded to Planning and Resources 

Committee for approval) 
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ATTACHMENT A – UNIT OUTLINES 
New units will be introduced by schools/disciplines wanting to offer a 
BMarSc(Hons) unit in their school/discipline. Details of these new units 
follow. 
 

New course proposal: Bachelor of Marine Science (Hons) 
6 of 24 



FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Aquaculture 
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Aquaculture 
Unit code: KQA4xx Unit weight (%): 100 (full time) 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Launceston/Hobart 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 
State how the unit fits within each course: 
 
 
Unit description: 
The Honours course is designed to provide training in skills, methods and knowledge 
of marine science that relate to aquaculture, beyond those obtained in an 
undergraduate degree program, and to prepare students for further research and 
learning. The course has been designed with 3 objectives: 1. Enable students to develop 
their science communication skills. By the end of the course, a student should be 
capable of writing a scientific report or paper to a standard acceptable to a scientific 
journal, and delivering a paper at a meeting of a scientific society; 2. Provide students 
with experience of relevant field and laboratory procedures/techniques so that they 
possess sufficient technical skills to permit them to conduct an in-depth study of some 
specialised aspect of marine science related to aquaculture; 3. Provide students with 
the opportunity to conduct a scientific investigation and, in particular, to train them to 
conduct a program of study within constraints imposed by time, money and technical 
resources, and develop an understanding of scientific approaches to problem solving. 
 
Students can commence the program in February or July. 
Assessment:  
See unit description 
 
Lecture hours per week: NA Total lecture hours: NA 
Tutorial hours per week: NA Total tutorial hours: NA 
Practical hours per week: NA Total practical hours: NA 
  Field work days: NA 
Prerequisites: Completion of BMarSc. Students will normally have a Credit 

average. Alternative prerequisites will be at the discretion of 
the Head of School. 

Corequisites: Nil 
Mutual exclusions: NA 
Teaching staff:  
Staff of the School of Aquaculture and other partners in the Tasmanian Aquaculture 
and Fisheries Institute. The Honours program is coordinated by Dr Chris Bolch and 
Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf Hallegraeff) 
 
Required texts etc: 
NA 

New course proposal: Bachelor of Marine Science (Hons) 
7 of 24 



Recommended texts/readings: 
NA 
Additional information/special needs: 
NA 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Chemistry 
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Chemistry 
Unit code: KRA4xx 

KRA4xx 
Unit weight (%): 100 (full time) 

50 (part time) 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Hobart and Launceston 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 
State how the unit fits within each course (include which schedule, the Group, 
whether it is part of a core/major etc): 
 
 
Unit description: 
Special note: full-time students enrol in KRA4xx (100%); part-time students in 
KRA4xx (50%). 
 
Is designed to provide the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills in chemical 
research oriented towards marine science. Starting dates are February and July.  
Students are assessed in the following and are required to: (a) to carry out an 
intensive research project approved by the Head of School, and to submit the 
findings in a thesis. (b) to undertake coursework in chemistry related to marine 
science applications; and (c) to present a seminar which describes the aims and 
result of the student’s research work. The School will provide specific details on 
assessment procedure and criteria used. 
Assessment: 
See unit description 
Lecture hours per week: n/a Total lecture hours:  
Tutorial hours per week: n/a Total tutorial hours:  
Practical hours per week: n/a Total practical hours:  
  Field work days:  
Prerequisites: A BMarSc degree, including a minimum of 25% third year 

chemistry components that are suitable for research projects 
in chemistry applications in marine science. Alternative 
prerequisites will be considered on their merits. 

Corequisites: n/a 
Mutual exclusions:  
Teaching staff: 
This unit will be co-ordinated by Dr J Smith, Chemistry Honours coordinator and 
the Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf Hallegraeff) 
Required texts etc: 
N/a 
Recommended texts/readings: 
N/a 
Additional information/special needs: 
N/a 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Geography and Environmental Studies 
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Geography and Environmental Studies 
Unit code: KGA4xx 

KGA4xx 
Unit weight (%): As per BSc(Hons) currently 

under review. 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Hobart 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 
State how the unit fits within each course: (include which schedule, the Group, 
whether it is part of a core/major etc): 
 
Compulsory unit for students wishing to study a geography, environmental studies or 
spatial information science topic in the BMarSc(Hons). 
 
Unit description: 
Special note: full-time students enrol in KGA4xx (100%); part-time students in 
KGA4xx (50%). 
 
The program is designed to develop knowledge and skills in research oriented 
towards marine studies, beyond those gained in undergraduate courses and with a 
particular focus on geography, environmental studies or spatial information science. 
The course structure for students completing the BMarSc(Hons) within the School of 
Geography and Environmental Studies is the same as for students completing a 
BSc(Hons) within the School.  The Honours program includes coursework units.  For 
the research component of their enrolment, students prepare a research plan and 
present an introductory seminar, then conduct an independent research program over 
a period of about 27 weeks. At the completion of that period, students present a 
seminar and submit a research thesis. 
 
Students may commence the program in February or July. 
Assessment:  
Assessment will be consistent with the School of Geography and Environmental 
Studies assessment procedures for students enrolled in the BSc(Hons). 
 
Lecture hours per week: NA Total lecture hours: NA 
Tutorial hours per week: NA Total tutorial hours: NA 
Practical hours per week: NA Total practical hours: NA 
  Field work days: NA 
Prerequisites: Completion of the BMarSc. 
Corequisites: Nil 
Mutual exclusions: NA 
Teaching staff:  
Geography and Environmental staff. The Honours program is coordinated by Dr. 
Lorne Kriwoken and Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf 
Hallegraeff) 
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Required texts etc: 
NA 
Recommended texts/readings: 
NA 
Additional information/special needs: 
NA 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Mathematics and Physics  
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Maths and Physics 
Unit code: KMA4xx/KMA4xx 

KYA4xx/KYA4xx 
Unit weight (%): 100 (full time)/50 (part time) 

100 (full time)/50 (part time) 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Hobart 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 
State how the unit fits within each course (include which schedule, the Group, 
whether it is part of a core/major etc): 
 
 
Unit description: 
Special note: full-time students enrol in KMA4xx/KYA4xx (100%); part-time students 
in KMA4xx/ KYA4xx (50%). 
 
The program is designed to develop knowledge and skills in research oriented 
towards marine science, beyond those gained in undergraduate courses.  Students are 
assessed in the following and are required: (a) to carry out a research project approved 
by the Head of School, and to submit the findings in a thesis. (b) to present a short 
introductory seminar to describe the aims of the project, and a second seminar 
summarizing the results; and (c) to undertake coursework in Mathematics and/or 
Physics related to marine science applications. The School will provide specific details 
on assessment procedure and criteria used. 
 
Students can commence the program in February or July. 
Assessment: 
See unit description. 
Lecture hours per week: NA Total lecture hours:  
Tutorial hours per week: NA Total tutorial hours:  
Practical hours per week: NA Total practical hours:  
  Field work days:  
Prerequisites: A BMarSc degree, with an appropriate major in Mathematics 

or Physics. Alternative prerequisites will be at the discretion of 
the Head of School. 

Corequisites:  
Mutual exclusions: NA 
Teaching staff:  
Mathematics and Physics staff. The Honours program is coordinated by Dr. Barry 
Gardner and Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf 
Hallegraeff) 
Required texts etc: 
NA 
Recommended texts/readings: 
NA 
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Additional information/special needs: 
NA 
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 FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Plant Science 
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Plant Science 
Unit code: KPA4xx 

KPA4xx 
Unit weight (%): 100 (full time) 

50 (part time) 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Hobart 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 

 
State how the unit fits within each course (include which schedule, the Group, 
whether it is part of a core/major etc): 
 
Compulsory unit for students wishing to study a plant science related topic in the 
BMarSc(Hons). 
Unit description: 
Special note: full-time students enrol in KPA4xx (100%); part-time students in 
KPA4xx (50%). 
 
Is designed to provide the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills in research 
oriented towards marine science, beyond that experienced in an undergraduate 
degree course. Students are assessed in the following and are required: (a) to carry 
out an intensive research project on an approved topic under a supervisor(s) 
approved by the Faculty, and to submit the findings in a thesis. Three copies of the 
research thesis (typed on A4 paper and bound) shall be submitted about nine and a 
half months (19 months if part-time) from the date of commencing study. The 
normal starting date is in February; but alternative starting dates, such as mid-year, 
will be considered; (b) to undertake a literature review in a prescribed topic of 
marine science; (c) to present a seminar which describes the aims and result of the 
student’s research work; and (d) to write a research proposal within the framework 
of currently accepted guidelines for research application. At the discretion of the 
Head of School, students may also undertake additional coursework. The School 
will provide specific details on assessment procedure and criteria used. 
Assessment: 
See unit description 
Lecture hours per week: n/a Total lecture hours:  
Tutorial hours per week: n/a Total tutorial hours:  
Practical hours per week: n/a Total practical hours:  
  Field work days:  
Prerequisites: A BMarSc degree with an appropriate Plant Science major. 

Alternative prerequisites will be considered on their merits 
Corequisites: n/a 
Mutual exclusions:  
Teaching staff: 
This unit will be co-ordinated by Mr P Dalton, Plant Science Honours co-ordinator 
and the Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf Hallegraeff)  
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Required texts etc: 
N/a 
Recommended texts/readings: 
N/a 
Additional information/special needs: 
N/a 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE, ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY 
new unit details proforma 

 
School: Zoology 
Unit title: Marine Science Honours in Zoology 
Unit code: KZA4xx Unit weight (%): 100 (full time) 
Semester: 1 & 2 Campus: Hobart 
Mode (internal, external etc): Internal 
Courses in which the unit is taught: S4x – BMarSc(Hons) 
State how the unit fits within each course (include which schedule, the Group, 
whether it is part of a core/major etc): 
 
 
Unit description: 
The program is designed to develop knowledge and skills in research oriented 
towards marine science, beyond those gained in undergraduate courses. Students 
will first complete a literature review, prepare a research plan, and present an 
introductory seminar, then conduct an independent research program over a period 
of about 27 weeks. During the research period, students will prepare a research 
proposal in an area related to their marine research program. Finally, students will 
present a seminar and produce a research thesis. The School will provide specific 
details on assessment procedure and criteria used. 
 
Students can commence the program in February or August. 
Assessment: 
Students are assessed against standard criteria for objectives in the research 
proposal (2 objectives), the final seminar (2 objectives) and the research thesis (6 
objectives). One assessment for the final seminar and all assessments for the 
research thesis count double. 
Lecture hours per week: N/a Total lecture hours:  
Tutorial hours per week: N/a Total tutorial hours:  
Practical hours per week: N/a Total practical hours:  
  Field work days:  
Prerequisites: A marine science degree with an appropriate Zoology 

major. Students will normally have a Credit average. 
Alternative prerequisites will be at the discretion of the 
Head of School. 

Corequisites: none 
Mutual exclusions: none 
Teaching staff: 
Zoology staff. The Honours program is coordinated by Associate Prof. Alastair 
Richardson and Bachelor of Marine Science degree co-ordinator (Prof Gustaaf 
Hallegraeff) 
Required texts etc: 
N/a 
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Recommended texts/readings: 
N/a 
Additional information/special needs: 
Part-time enrolment is not possible. 
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ATTACHMENT B – COURSE SPECIFICATIONS AND SCHEDULES 
The course schedule is detailed at Item 12.  Specifications follow. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Award name and title  

1. The award will be called Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours with the 
abbreviation BMarSc(Hons).  

Validity  

2. These specifications shall take effect on 1 January 2007 and shall apply to all 
candidates for the award, including those enrolling for the first time in that year and 
those enrolled subsequently.  

Entry  

3. Candidates for the degree of Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours require the 
approval of the Faculty of Science, Engineering and Technology and shall have 
qualified for admission to the degree of Bachelor of Marine Science at this University 
or equivalent qualification at another approved tertiary institution. 

4.  Candidature is subject to appropriate supervision being available for the thesis 
topic approved by the Faculty of Science, Engineering and Technology and subject to 
satisfying the prerequisites required for the chosen field of study. 

Course Requirements 

5.  A candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours must 
submit a thesis on work undertaken as part of the Honours course.  The requirements 
for the degree may also include examination or other assessments as prescribed by the 
Faculty. 

6.  Candidates shall complete the requirements for the course within a specified period 
provided that the maximum period shall not exceed 12 months from the date of 
commencement for full-time students or 24 months from the date of commencement 
for part-time students. 

7.  The Dean may grant an extension of time to a candidate who has been prevented 
by illness or other serious cause from completing the requirements of the course 
within the period prescribed in these specifications. 

General  

8. The classes of honours shall be First Class, Second Class and Third Class.  There 
shall be an upper and lower division in Second Class. 11. In every case the candidate's 
choice of units and the order in which they are taken shall be subject to approval by 
the Dean in accordance with the requirements of Specification 6.  
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9. The Faculty may from time to time make amendments to the Schedules to these 
specifications.  
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ATTACHMENT C – STAFF QUALIFICATIONS AND 
TEACHING/SUPERVISION RESPONSIBILITIES 
The staff that teach honours courses in the schools/disciplines of the 
university are detailed in the Calendar and Handbook. 
 
Staff within the Schools detailed at Item 5 are responsible for teaching units 
and/or supervision of projects within the BMarSc(Hons) course. These staff 
members already teach Honours units as part of existing courses in their 
respective Schools/disciplines, and are able to or have undertaken honours 
supervision. Details of staff qualifications and teaching/supervision 
responsibilities are therefore not attached. 
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ATTACHMENT D –RESOURCE IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

Faculty:  Science, Engineering & Technology 
School:  N/A 

 
Proposed name of course: Bachelor of Marine Science with Honours 
 
 
1.  Is the new proposal high or low impact? 
This is a low impact proposal that does not require new staff, facilities, 
equipment or library resources. It does require the introduction of new unit 
codes, however, these units are already offered in current courses under 
different titles. As students have chosen to enrol in the named BMarSc(Hons), 
there is the expectation that they will be able to enrol in units that have titles 
relevant to marine science.  
 
2.  Does the program use existing units? 
See point one above. The new unit codes and titles to be offered will include: 
• Marine Science Honours in Chemistry (KRA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Maths and Physics ( KMA4xx or KYA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Plant Science (KPA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Zoology (KZA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Geography & Environmental Studies 

(KGA4xx) 
• Marine Science Honours in Aquaculture (KQA4xx) 
 
3.  Can the program be taught using existing staff and infrastructure? 
Yes. There is no requirement for additional staff or infrastructure. If the 
course was not introduced, students planning to complete the BMarSc(Hons) 
could undertake various Bachelor of Science with Honours or Graduate 
Diploma with Honours courses that are currently offered by the University. 
 
4.  What was the basis of the initiative? 
The University of Tasmania has established a global reputation of excellence 
in temperate marine research. Key expertise at the Schools of Geography & 
Environmental Studies, Plant Science, the Tasmanian Aquaculture & Fisheries 
Institute, including the Schools of Aquaculture and Zoology and the Marine 
Research Laboratories at Taroona, and the Institute of Antarctic and Southern 
Ocean Studies complements the research programs at the Aquafin CRC, the 
Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems CRC, CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric 
Research and the Australian Antarctic Division.  
 
The Bachelor of Marine Science course was introduced in semester 1, 2006 as 
part of a new initiative in marine science education at UTAS and an Honours 
program is a logical progression path for students. A proportion of students 
in the current BSc (MFAB) course and others in the BSc degrees would be 
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attracted to undertake an Honours course in Marine Science as soon as 2007.  
Consequently, it is vital that the University of Tasmania provides a research-
oriented Honours course that provides students with the necessary skills and 
tools for roles in the marine science industry. 
  
 
5.  Has an appropriate level of market research/assessment been 
undertaken? 
 
 
Year  DEST 

EFTSU 
FFPOS 
EFTSU 

2007 Commencing 8 2 
 Continuing 0 0 
 Total 8 2 
2008 Commencing 8 2 
 Continuing 5.6 1.4 
 Total 13.6 3.4 
2009 Commencing 8 2 
 Continuing 9.5 2.4 
 Total 17.5 4.4 

 
Demand for the BMarSc(Hons) can be gauged from current numbers in 
BSc(Hons), MFAB and GradDip(IASOS) in Physical Sciences and also the 
current first year intake of the BMarSc degree (27 students) assuming Faculty 
progression statistics. 
 
It is expected that a usual number of students completing the BMarSc will 
enrol in the BMarSc(Hons) and subsequently enrol in a research higher degree 
program, including the PhD in Quantitative Marine Science. 
 
6. How does the proposal help in meeting the University’s strategic goals? 
The proposal supports and will contribute towards the meeting of a number 
of the University’s goals as detailed in the University Plan 2005 to 2007. These 
include: 

• To be in the top echelon of research universities in Australia, 
producing research and scholarship that are renowned nationally and 
internationally.  The University has a excellent reputation in a broad 
range of marine related fields. The BMarSc(Hons) will provide suitable 
training for marine students to qualify them for entry to research 
higher degrees, especially for the quantitative marine science (QMS) 
program, and to support and produce leading research in the marine 
disciplines. 

• To grow and develop critical mass, with a strategically balanced and 
distinctive enrolment and campus profile.  The BMarSc(Hons) program 
will provide a clear pathway for a marine science career with the 
opportunity for graduates from the undergraduate degree to proceed 
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to honours level study and then to a research higher degree. The 
program will provide a distinctive degree shaped around one of the 
University’s key theme areas. It will draw upon staff and expertise 
from many schools of the Faculty of Science, Engineering and 
Technology, as well as some staff and expertise from other faculties 
and affiliated research institutions. It has been developed with the aim 
of attracting students from other Australian states and from overseas to 
the University of Tasmania. The program will increase the credibility 
of the University of Tasmania in the marine science area. 

 
7.  Are the projected enrolments realistic? 
The enrolment figures are based on past numbers of students entering the BSc 
Honours degree seeking to do the Marine, Freshwater and Antarctic Biology 
specialisation and those students with a fisheries interest in the BSc, plus 
additional intake to the physical sciences specialisation. We expect to attract 
interest from both mainland and international students. 
 
8.  What is the source of funds for enrolment? 
The source of funds for enrolment will be a combination of DEST funded 
places and FFPOS income. It is projected that the income will be mostly from 
DEST load but some from FFPOS students.  
 
As indicated in the resource impact statement guidelines, a full costing of the 
income is not required as this is a low impact proposal. 
 
9.  Indicative minimum costs 
As indicated in the resource impact statement guidelines, a detailed costing is 
not required as this is a low impact proposal. 
 
10. Library resources 
As a low impact program, and with the existing marine science focus across 
existing Schools and research institutes, it is anticipated that ongoing School’s 
resources will be sufficient to maintain the marine science collection. None of 
the new units have significant required texts, and the recommended texts are 
either extant within the University Library, or can be sourced from the 
internet. 
 
11. Startup thresholds, commitments and exit strategies 
There is no EFTSU minimum for course viability. However, we fully 
anticipate a genuine higher level of interest from both domestic and overseas 
students.  
 
12. Annual costings 
This is a low impact proposal, therefore annual costings are not required. 
 

New course proposal: Bachelor of Marine Science (Hons) 
23 of 24 



13. Statement by the Dean(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
………………………………..   …………………………. 
Course Coordinator    Date 
 
Statement by the Dean: 
The new course has been approved by the Faculty Executive, which has 
agreed to commit sufficient resources to implement the course. 
 
 
 
………………………………..   …………………………. 
Dean       Date 
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